A new kind of data model has recently emerged in which the database is not constrained by a conventional schema.
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3Recall that markers may be used wherever trees may be used:
hence, Xl U X2 is a valid tree expression. UnCAL's most complex operator is gextx (~)(T).
Here j is a function taking a label 1 and a tree t as inputs and returning an X-indexed family of trees with markers X, while the result is an X-indexed family of trees. gextx (~)(!f') has the same meaning as a certain restricted form of traverse:
traverse T giving X case \/ + \t then~(1, t)
We will describe the semantics of gext in detail next.
First we consider the case where X has only one marker, 
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